Sexual partnering and risk of HIV/STD among Aboriginals.
To examine the contribution of patterns of sexual partnering to the spread of HIV/STD infection between communities. 651 randomly selected Aboriginals from 11 reserve communities in Ontario were interviewed. This analysis included those who had sex in the previous 12 months. Descriptive statistics and multivariate analyses identified associations with patterns of sexual partnering. 22% reported having partners from both within and outside the community, 51% from within only, and 27% from outside only. Those with partners from both within and outside were more likely to be male, unmarried, from a remote community, have more sexual partners and perceive that their behaviour placed them at higher risk of HIV/STD infection. They were least likely to perceive their community to be at risk from their behaviour. Findings suggest that Aboriginal communities are not insulated and that HIV could spread rapidly if introduced.